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Smithville Charitable Foundation Awards Grant to 

Local Community Foundation

Posey County, IN – The Smithville Charitable Foundation has awarded a $37,500 grant to the Posey County Community Foundation.  The Smithville Charitable Foundation is a private foundation set up by the owners of the Smithville Telephone Company.  The mission of the Foundation is to benefit residents of the seventeen counties in Indiana that the Smithville Telephone Company services, including Posey County.  The Smithville Charitable Foundation is making grants and partnering with community foundations to achieve its goals.  “We are pleased to partner with the Posey County Community Foundation in helping meet the requests of our subscribers and the county,” stated Ms. Darby A. McCarty, Governor, Smithville Charitable Foundation.

The Posey County Community Foundation Board of Trustees has voted to take $10,000 of the grant and add to the Smithville Charitable Foundation Fund of Posey County.  This fund is unrestricted and adds to the discretionary grant dollars that are awarded to other not for profit agencies.  “This fund will allow the Posey County Community Foundation to expand our grants program and provide more support to our community,” stated Julie Eickhoff, Foundation Director.  “The other great thing about this fund is that it is forever.  It will be here to support the community for generations.”  The Foundation’s board also voted to take $20,000 of the grant and add it to the available to grant amount for fiscal year 2011, giving the Foundation over $35,000 to grant out into the community.

The remaining $7,500 will be awarded to Impact Christian Health Center (ICHC) to conduct a needs and feasibility study concerning healthcare access and utilization in northern Posey County.  The Board of the Posey County Community Foundation chose to address the healthcare issue because of the limited availability of healthcare services and reliable transportation in the northern part of the county. 
“Economic hardship, generational poverty, a lack of health insurance, and the distance from the northern part of the county to available healthcare offices all contribute to a potential for diminished access to healthcare for these rural communities,” states Linda Kuhlenschmidt, nurse practitioner and co-clinical director with ICHC. “The potential exists for preventative health services being ignored, resulting in delayed diagnosis and treatment of disease. This delay can subsequently increased morbidity and mortality and decreased quality of life.  The healthcare needs of northern Posey County are unknown.  This grant will provide the resources to assess local use of available services and potential needs of the community regarding health and healthcare.  ICHC is dedicated to improving the quality of life here in Posey County and are thankful to the Smithville Charitable Foundation and the Posey County Community Foundation for their support.”
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