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For Immediate Release

November 15, 2010
Community Foundation Alliance Announces

Early Childhood Literacy Grant Opportunity
The Community Foundation Alliance Education and Literacy Fund is designated to support programs and initiatives in the fields of education and literacy throughout southwestern Indiana. Initially, the Alliance will focus the fund’s proceeds on the advancement of early childhood literacy.
The Alliance’s decision to target early childhood literacy is based on research indicating that children who are introduced to books and reading at a very early age are more likely to develop the skills necessary to become successful students, to garner a love of reading, and to have greater overall creativity.

The Early Childhood Literacy Grant Program will support projects and programs serving children ages 0 - 5 that meet one or more of the following criteria.  The Alliance will consider funding requests for projects that: 
· Expose children to a variety of age-appropriate books and other resources that aim to increase a child’s alphabet knowledge and phonological awareness.

· Begin or expand the children’s home libraries/book collections.

· Involve parents in developing their children’s early childhood literacy, in or outside of the home.

· Support family literacy, incorporating education opportunities for parents with early childhood education/literacy activities or programs for their children.

· Lay a foundation for life-long reading and the desire to learn.

· Cultivate a love of reading. 
Nonprofit organizations serving the nine counties that comprise the Alliance’s service area—Daviess, Gibson, Knox, Perry, Pike, Posey, Spencer, Vanderburgh, and Warrick counties—are invited to submit funding proposals detailing the merits of their early childhood literacy programs.
Funding for the Education and Literacy Fund came to the Alliance by way of a grant from the Lilly Endowment in 2000. Through the Lilly Endowment initiative Community Alliances to Promote Education, more commonly known as CAPE, the Alliance was awarded more than $20 million to research and implement a plan to improve educational attainment in southwestern Indiana. The result was the formation of the Southern Indiana Network for Education, a nonprofit organization providing services that focus on educational networks, literacy for all ages, professional development of educators, workforce advancement, and lifelong learning. 

During the six years that the CAPE grant was under Alliance management, as SINE worked to implement its programs and initiatives, the grant dollars earned a considerable investment return—more than $1.5 million—due to the Alliance’s stewardship and investment practices.

The Alliance conferred with Lilly Endowment about what should be done with these substantial investment earnings, and the Endowment was very generous in allowing those earnings to be used for charitable endeavors, specifically for the advancement of education.  As a result, the Alliance board endowed the monies, creating the Community Foundation Alliance Education and Literacy Fund for the purpose of enhancing the culture of learning in the Indiana counties served by the Alliance.
Funding proposals are due January 10, 2011. Grants from the fund—totaling $53,000—will be awarded in April 2011.  For more information about the Education and Literacy Fund, visit www.alliance9.org or contact Melinda Waldroup, program director for the Community Foundation Alliance, at 812.434.4923.

About the Community Foundation Alliance: The Community Foundation Alliance was formed 19 years ago at a time when the “community foundation concept” was relatively new in most parts of Indiana. From the start, the early organizers believed that a regional structure could provide greater benefits at lower cost. As a result of their vision, the Community Foundation Alliance was incorporated in March 1991. The Posey County Community Foundation and Vanderburgh Community Foundation were the first to join the Alliance in 1992, followed by the Daviess, Perry, and Gibson County community foundations in 1993, the Spencer and Knox County community foundations in 1996, and the Warrick and Pike County community foundations in 1998. The City of Evansville Endowment Fund, a supporting organization, joined the Alliance in 1994. Together, our mission is to promote philanthropy, build and maintain a permanent collection of charitable funds that benefit our community, and serve as a trustworthy partner and leader in shaping effective responses to community issues and opportunities.

###

Contact:

Melinda Waldroup at 812.434.4923
Providing leadership assistance and support for member Community Foundations in Daviess, Gibson, Knox, Perry, Pike, Posey, Spencer, Vanderburgh, and Warrick counties as they promote philanthropy and build endowment to serve their communities.
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