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For Immediate Release

April 1, 2010

Contact:

Julie Eickhoff, Director, Posey County Community Foundation

Posey County Community Foundation Awards

Lilly Endowment Community Scholarships and Alternates
Posey County, Indiana –The Posey County Community Foundation announced today that the 2010 Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship will be awarded to Erin Maile and Adrienne Palmer.  Alexander Coulter and Sally Russell have been named as alternates, and each will receive a $1,500 scholarship from the Community Foundation.

Erin Maile, daughter of Sherrie and Gregory Plouchard of Wadesville, is a senior at North Posey High School.  She plans to attend Ball State University to study Psychology.  During her high school career, Erin has been a member of FFA (Future Farmers of America) freshman through senior years, National Honor Society sophomore through senior years, Student Council her senior year, and Treasurer of her Senior class.  Erin has been a volunteer with Cell Phones for Soldiers, a Peers Project Mentor, a youth Basketball and Volleyball instructor, a Deaconess Hospital Candy Striper and the IHSAA Role Model and Tobacco Free spokesperson. She was a member of the basketball, volleyball and tennis teams.  Erin earned the Kiwanis Academic Athlete Award for basketball her junior year and was named Academic All State in Volleyball her senior year.
Adrienne Palmer, daughter of Terri and David Palmer of Wadesville, is a senior at North Posey High School.  She plans to attend Ball State University to study Music Education.  During her high school career, Adrienne was a member of Student Council her freshman through senior years, S.A.D.D. Club (Students Against Destructive Decisions) her junior and senior year, National Honor Society her sophomore through senior year, and Spanish Club freshman through junior years.  Adrienne was the president of her class both her freshman and senior years and editor-in-chief of the Northern Lights school newspaper. 
She was a participant at Wadesville Christian Church, Venture Scout, Relay for Life, Red Cross, American Legion Hoosier Girls State, and the High School Journalism Institution.  Adrienne was a member of the band her freshman through senior years with solo and ensemble competition all four years.  She was involved in the International Thespian Society and Choir as well as being a member of the Speech and Debate team.
Alexander Coulter, son of Julia and Timothy Coulter of Wadesville, is a senior at North Posey High School.  He has applied to Purdue University and Butler University with plans to study Pharmacy.  During his high school career, Alexander was a member of the National Honor Society, the Spanish Club, the Academic Super Bowl History team, and the Student Council and Business Professionals of America, receiving the Statesman Torch Award.  During the last four years, Alexander was involved with the marching, pep and concert bands, the Indiana State School Music Association Solo Competition, the Indiana Music Educators Association State Honor Band, and the Indiana Bandmasters Association District Honors Band. He has volunteered at Jacob’s Village, Poseyville Christian Church, Posey County Food Pantry, Relay for Life and the Babe Ruth Baseball League. Alexander was a member of the track team and field team.

Sally Russell, daughter of Patricia and Jeffrey Russell of Mt. Vernon, is a senior at Mt. Vernon High School.  She applied to Purdue University with plans to study Nursing.  During her high school career, Sally has been a member of the National Honor Society, the Distribution Education Clubs of America, the Key Club, and President of her class freshman through senior years.  She has volunteered at Deaconess Hospital, St. Matthew’s Church, the Salvation Army, the Association for Retarded Citizens, Mt. Vernon River Days, and the Susan B. Koman Race for the Cure. Sally has been a cheerleader her freshman through senior years.
The Foundation’s scholarship committee evaluated applicants based on academic achievement, involvement in community and school activities, work experience and written essays.  After the interview process, the committee submitted its nominees to Independent Colleges of Indiana (ICI) for final review and approval.  ICI, a nonprofit corporation representing 31 regionally accredited degree granting, nonprofit, private colleges and universities in Indiana, oversees statewide administration of the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship program.  The scholarships are the result of a statewide Lilly Endowment initiative to help Hoosier students reach higher levels of education.  Indiana ranks among the lowest states in the percentage of residents over the age of 25 with a bachelor’s degree. A total of 216 scholarships are to be awarded statewide.

Pat Stewart, chair of the scholarship committee, thanked the committee for the tremendous job they did in reviewing and selecting the candidates, noting their difficulty in selecting the recipients and alternates from among the 17 applicants.  “They were all bright and deserving students, and we wish we could have provided a full scholarship to each of them.  We owe Lilly Endowment a big thank-you for providing scholarships to two outstanding seniors in Posey County,” said Stewart.

For more information regarding the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship or the Posey County Community Foundation, contact Julie Eickhoff at (812) 838-0288, julie@poseycommunityfoundation.org, or visit www.poseycommunityfoundation.org.  The Posey County Community Foundation is a member of the Community Foundation Alliance in Evansville.
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